
 

 

 
Birklands Primary School – History Knowledge Organiser  

 

 
Key Stage 1 

 
Topic: - Local study investigating how two industries linked with materials have had 

an impact within our local area. 

 

 

 
Question: Coal Mining – What Impact did industries have on our local area? 

Previous learning - What should I already know: 
 
EYFS 
 

• Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials 

and living things. 

• They make observations and explain why some things occur, and talk about changes. 
 
Year 1: 
 

• Know what impact some people had and why 

• Recount parts of historical stories  

• Understand cause and effect by looking at people’s actions and what happened as 

a result. 

• Tell the difference between past and present 

• Place events/ artefacts linked to the person on a timeline 

• Find answers to given questions 

• Use images to generate questions 

• Make comparisons 

Need for Coal 

 

In 1760 machines were introduced. They were powered by steam engines that used huge amounts 

of coal. The British coal industry became ineradicably important as it provided fuel to power iron and 

steel works, mills, factories and railways as well as providing heat at home.  

 

Mining conditions 

 

• Miners worked long hours in cramped spaces that were sometimes only 60 – 120cm high.  

• Miners worked in complete darkness unless they could afford a candle or lamp.  

• Children used to be a trapper from the age of 5. Their job was simple: to open and close the wooden doors (trap doors) 

that allowed fresh air to flow through the mine. 

• Women were employed as hurries, pulling and pushing tubs full of coal along roadways from the coal face to the pit-

bottom. 

• In1842 the law was changed to make it illegal for women and girls to work underground, and boys under the age of 10. 
 

The role of a miner  

 

The job of a coal miner is to extract coal from either surface mines or underground mines. They 

do this through a variety of methods, which may involve operating heavy machinery, 

specialised tools, and even explosives. 
 

Animals in the mine 

 

• Canaries - Canaries were used in coal mines to detect the presence of carbon monoxide. 

The canaries warned miners by growing more distressed when the gas levels were rising too high, allowing the human 

miners to escape safely. 

• Horses - A pit pony, otherwise known as a mining horse, was a horse, pony or mule commonly used underground in 

mines. They were used to transport coal. 
 
 

Disasters of mining 

Mining was a very dangerous job. Over 100 miners were killed every year in accidents underground. Pockets of 

gas underground suffocated miners and causes explosions which killed hundreds of people. Collapsing tunnels 

and flooding were also dangerous and thick cola dust that miners inhaled caused chest problems. Canaries were 

used to detect gas until the Davy lamp was invented.  

 

General Strike 1926 

 

In 1962 British miners went on strike because mine owners wanted them to work longer hours for less money. People from other 

industries supported the miners which caused massive disruptions. The miners returned to work nine days later.  

 

End to mining in Britain 

 

The British coal mining industry went into decline in the 1950s. Coal imported from abroad was cheaper 

and gas and oil were replacing coal as cleaner sources of power. In 19984 187,000 miners went on strike to 

protest against the government plan to close 20 mines. After a year the strike ended and many miners 

went back to work. The last deep mine in the UK closed in 2015.   

 

Vocabulary 

Colliery  A coalmine, its building 
and machines 

Davy 
Lamp 

A safety lamp designed to 
be used in mines to reduce 
the risk of fires or 
explosions. 

General 
strike  

A strike that involved 
workers from all or most 
industries.  

Industrial 
Revolution  

A period of time where 
more work was done by 
steam powered machines 
than by hands. 

Mine An excavation in the earth 
for extracting coal. 

Miner A person who works in a 
mine. 

Mineshaft A deep narrow vertical 
hole, or sometimes a 
horizontal tunnel, that 
gives access to a mine. 

Pickaxe Pickaxes were used to 
extract the coal from the 
mine. 

Strike  To refuse to work as a 
form of protest against an 
employer, usually due to 
working conditions, pay or 
job losses. 

 

Knowledge - What I need to know: 
 

• Know what local industries there were in the Mansfield area (metal box, mining, Shoe co) 

• Know what impact these industries had on the local area 

• Understand why these industries died out 

• Know the roles of children, men and women within the industries. 

• Describe the daily life of people who worked in these industries. 

• Name items and their uses with the industries. 

• Describe what a strike is and why did they happen 

• Describe how these jobs compare to jobs today 

Skills – What I will be able to do: 

Chronology: 

• Develop awareness of the past and use common words and phrases related to time e.g. 

past, present, then, now etc  

• Know how to order events chronologically on a time line. 

Enquiry: 

• Know how to use a range of sources to answer questions about the past 

• Begin to use evidence to answer questions. 

Continuity and change: 

• Identify similarities and differences between ways of life at different times. 

Cause and consequence: 

• Recognise why people did things, why events happened and what happened as a result 

Similarity and difference: 

• Make simple observations about different types of people, events, beliefs within a society. 

Significant events and people: 

• Talk about who was important. 

Timeline 
 

1750 1815 
 

1842 
 

1850 
 

1866 1911 
 

1926 
 

1945 1972 
 

1984 
 

2015 2017 

UK was producing 

5.2 million tons of 

coal and the first pit 

pony was used in the 

pit. 

Davy lamp invented 

by sir Humphrey 

Davy 

Law was introduced 

to stop women and 

children under 10 

working down the 

mine. 

UK was producing 

62.5 million tons of 

coal 

Oaks Colliery in 

Britain explosion 

killing 388 people. 

Canaries were used 

in mines for the first 

time. 

General Strike Union was formed 

NUM – Union of 

Mineworkers 

Strike over wages Strike over pit 

closures 
The last UK pit closes. Britain goes a full day 

without coal. 

 


