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The EYFS Curriculum
Children in our Early Years Phase (Nursery and Reception) follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum (EYFS). The EYFS Curriculum has seven areas of learning, which each have many aspects to them: 
· Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
· Communication and Language 
· Physical development 
· Literacy (Reading and Writing)
· Mathematics 
· Understanding the world 
· Expressive Arts and Design 

A practical, playful approach to learning, based on the needs and interests of our children, is delivered mainly through topic based planning. We teach children individually, in small groups, in class bases and in whole cohorts.  The Leuven Scales are used to ensure that children joining our Nursery are displaying high levels of well-being and involvement.  
Through a combination of teacher input and continuous provision opportunities, learning is planned to encourage children to develop their learning independently through exploration and challenge and to rapidly narrow any gaps.
The “Characteristics of Effective Learning” are at the heart of the Early Years Curriculum and explore the different ways in which children learn. They highlight the importance of playing and learning, active learning and thinking critically. All the learning experiences we plan for the children allow them to utilise and develop these skills. Our communication friendly learning environments, both inside and outside, are stimulating and exciting, and relevant to the needs and age/stage of our children. 
RE can contribute to children’s development of Characteristics of Effective Learning in particular with regard to:
· Making links and noticing patterns in their experience (Creating and Thinking Critically - Making links)
· Showing curiosity about objects, events and people (Playing and Exploring – Finding out and exploring)
· Using senses to explore the world around them (Playing and Exploring – Finding out and exploring)
· Representing their experiences in play (Playing and Exploring – Playing with what they know)
· Acting out experiences with other people (Playing and Exploring – Playing with what they know)
Children will be encouraged to ask questions and explore answers which can:
· support children to develop emotionally, spiritually and morally
· support their developing thinking skills, both abstract and imaginative
· help them find out about themselves, their family and community 
· help them to develop a sense of place in their family and community, in the world and in the universe
· help them learn about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions
Within the Foundation Stage we hope to facilitate children’s understanding of their own individuality and encourage them to explore their own values and beliefs. Focusing on our local community and how our community celebrates events. 



RE Themes 
	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	EYFS
	
	Celebrations
What do we celebrate?

Diwali & Christmas

	
	Easter 
What is Easter?
	
	

	iYear 1
	1.2 Myself & Caring For Others:
How do we show we care for others? What does it matter?

Religions:
Christianity, Jewish People & Non- Religious World Views :Humanism 

Texts:
The Children’s illustrated Jewish Bible
Jewish Tales
What if we were all the same

	1.1 Celebrations and festivals:
Who celebrates what and why?

Religions:
Christianity, Hinduism & Jewish People

Texts:
The Story of Hanukkah
The Passover
Festivals in Different Cultures: Diwali
Festivals in different cultures: Christmas
	1.3 
Beliefs and Teachings:
Stories of Jesus: What can we learn from them?
How do religious stories make a difference to people lives?



Religion:
Christianity
Miracle Man: The Story of Jesus

	
	1.4 Symbols in Religious Worship & Practice:
In what ways are churches and synagogues important to believers?

Religions:
Christianity & Jewish People

Texts
The Jewish Faith
Judaism

	

	Year 1 & Y2
	



	2.3 Belonging: What does it mean to belong?

What is it like to belong to the Christian religion in Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire today?

Religions:
Christianity 

Texts
Where Does God Live?
Hats of Faith

2.1 Leaders: What makes some people inspiring to others? Moses & Saint Peter

Religions:
Christianity & Judaism

Texts:
The Children’s illustrated Jewish Bible
Jewish Tales
	2.4  Story
Jewish and Christian stories:
How and why some stories are important in religions?

What can we learn from these stories in the Torah and the Bible

Religions:
Christianity & Jewish

Texts:
The Children’s illustrated Jewish Bible
Jewish Tales
	
	2.2 Believing:
What do Jewish people believe about God and creation, Humanity and the natural world? 

What are some ways Jewish People show their beliefs and how they belong?


Religion:
 Jewish People 

Texts:
The Children’s illustrated Jewish Bible
Jewish Tales
When God made the World

	

	Year 3
	3.1 Beliefs and
questions:
What difference
does it make to
be a Christian?

How do Christian people’s beliefs about God, Jesus, the world and others have impact on their lives?

Religion:
Christians

Texts:
What is God 


	3.2 Religion, family
and community:
Prayer
How do religious
families and
communities
practice their faith? The example of prayer

Religions:
Christians & Muslims

Texts:
 But…who is Allah? 
Golden Domes & Silver Lanterns 
Everyone Prays
	

	
	3.3 Worship and
sacred places:
Where, how and
why do people
worship?

investigating places of worship in Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire


Religion: Muslims, Hindus & Christians

Texts
See Inside World Religions

3. 4 Inspirational
people from the
past:
What can we learn
from inspiring
people in sacred
texts and in the
history of religions?

Religious leaders : Moses, Jesus & Mohammad

Religions:
Christians, Muslims, Jewish People, Non-religious World Views (Humanism)

Texts:
Goodnight Stories from the Life of The Prophet Muhammad
	

	Year 3 and Year 4
	
	
	4.2 Symbols and religious expression: How do people express their religious and spiritual ideas on pilgrimages?

Religions:
Christianity,
Hinduism & Islam. Non-Religious World Views can also be considered


Texts:
Going to Mecca
Yan’s Hajj


4.4 Religion family and community: worship, celebration, ways of life

How do Hindu families practice their faith?

What are the deeper meaning of some Hindu festivals?

Religion: Hinduism

Texts
Rama and Sita: The story of Diwali
Let’s Celebrate Ganesha’s Birthday
	
	4.3 Spiritual expression:   
Christianity, music and worship.

What can we learn?

Religion:
Christianity & also the idea of being spiritual but non-religious


	4.1 The journey of life
and death:
Why do some
people think life
is like a journey?

Where do we go?

What do different people think about life after death?

Religions:
Christianity,
Hinduism & Islam. Non-Religious World Views can also be considered

Texts:
Teacher Guide – The journey of Life and Death


	Year 5
	
	5.1 Inspirational people in today’s world:
What can we learn from today’s leaders and inspiring examples in today’s world?



Religion selected by class teacher 
Buddhism 

Texts:
Under the Bohdi Tree
Becoming Buddha
Malala’s Magical Pencil


5,2 Religion and the individual: what matters to Christians?

what is expected of a person in following a religion or belief?

What matters most to Christian sin their religion?

Religion: Christianity

Texts:
The Religion Book: Big Ideas simply explained
	
	5.3
Beliefs and questions:
How do people’s beliefs about God, the world and others have impact on their lives?

Recommended
religions: Islam,
Hinduism & Non-Religious World Views

Texts:
The Proudest Blue
Little people, Big dreams: Mahatma Gandhi


	5.4
Beliefs in action in the world:
How are religious and spiritual thoughts and beliefs expressed in arts and architecture and in charity and generosity?

Religion selected by the class teacher
	

	Year 6
	
	
	6.1  Teachings, wisdom and authority:
What can we learn by reflecting on words of wisdom from religions and worldviews?

What do scared texts and other sources say about God, the world and human life?

Religions: Buddhism, Judaism & Islam

Texts:
Texts from the scriptures of the religion


	
	2.14
Religion ,world views, family and community:
What contributions do religions make to local life in
Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire?

How can we make Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire a county of tolerance and respect.


Religions:
Christianity, Islam,
Hinduism, Judaism
Non-Religious Views


6.3
Beliefs in action in the world:
How do religions and beliefs respond to global issues of human rights, fairness, social justice and the importance of the environment?

Religions:
Christianity, 
Hinduism, Humanism

Texts:
Little people, Big dreams: Anne Frank
Little people, Big dreams: Mahatma Gandhi
Humanism: How do you live without a God?

	



Other high quality texts:
Christianity
Lift the Flap Bible 
When God Made Light
When God made you

Buddhism
Zen Ties
Zen Socks
Islam
Crescents Moons and Pointed Minarets
Ramadan Moon

Books about Diversity
It’s OK to be Different
Books based on simple moral stories
The Three Questions


Year One Mapping Progression
	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	
	1.2 Myself & Caring for others (14hrs)

	1.1Celebrations and festival (13 hours)
	1.3 Beliefs & Teachiings:Stories of Jesus (6 hrs)
	
	1.4 Symbols:
In what ways are churches and synagogues important to believers?

	

	Know about and understand

I can:

	 Recall and name the main character in a story they have heard
  Retell a story about caring simply 
 Suggest a meaning for a symbol, song or artefact from Judaism and Christianity
	 Recall and name religious festivals, objects and symbols 
 Retell a story that lies behind a festival 
 Suggest a meaning for an object used in the worship of the festival 

	 Recall and name key figures in the stories of Jesus 
 Retell a story themselves, joining in with a song, a drama or a picture-book making activity 
 Suggest the ‘hidden meanings’ in stories Jesus told
	
	 Recall and name key objects from a church and a synagogue
  Suggest a meaning for some Jewish and Christian symbols 
 Recognise that holy buildings are connected to beliefs about worshipping God, and talk about the se connections 
	

	Express ideas and insights

I can:

	  Ask questions about how we show we care for others 
 Respond to ideas and values such as care, kindness and generosity with simple ideas of their own

	 Ask questions about the meaning of the festival and listen to answers 
 Respond to some of the experiences and emotions of festivals: e.g. joy, memory, community 
	 Ask questions about Jesus’ ‘special powers’  Respond to the Christian belief that Jesus was God come to earth with a question or idea of their own 
	
	 Ask questions about what happens and why in holy buildings
  Recount their visit to a holy building, e.g. by talking about photographs taken there. 

	

	Gain and deploy skills

	 Express an idea of their own about a religious story of caring  Give an example of how a person can show their values
	 Express an idea of their own about why festivals and celebrations matter 
 Give an example of a big day in their own lives and talk about what made it specia 
	  Give an example of a belief about Jesus
  Find out more about Jesus, inferring a simple idea from a story 
	
	 Express an idea of their own about why some people go to holy buildings  Give an example of a sacred space that is out of doors and talk about their own ideas of sacred spaces. 
	







Year Two Mapping Progression
	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	
	2.3 Belonging: What does it mean to belong?

What is it like to belong to the Christian religion in Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire today?



	2.1 Leaders: What makes some people inspiring to others?

Moses and Jesus

	2.4  Story
Jewish and Christian stories:
 How and why some stories are important in religion? 

What can we learn from these stories in the Torah and the Bible?
	
	2.2 Believing:
What do Jewish people believe about God and creation, Humanity and the natural world?

What are some ways Jewish People show their beliefs and how they belong?

	

	Know about and understand

I can:

	  2.3   
 Retell the story of Jesus being baptised in the river Jordan 
 Suggest some reasons why it matters to people to belong to group
	2.1
 Recall and name key figures in the stories they studied, saying what they did 
 Recognise what is meant by describing Moses as a great leader, or Peter as a Saint, giving examples of their leadership
	2.4 
 Retell a story from the Jewish Bible skilfully
  Suggest a meaning for the story 
 Recognise and talk about the role God plays in stories from the Jewish Bible
	
	Recall and name some key words about Jewish beliefs (e.g. God the Creator, Almighty, Eternal) 
 Retell the story of Genesis 1 
 Suggest a meaning for the story 
 Recognise that different people see different meanings in the story

	. 



	Express ideas and insights

I can:
	2.3
 Ask questions about Christenings and Believer’s Baptism for themselves 
 Recount how a baby or young adult is welcomed into the Christian community
	2.1
 Ask questions about leadership and suggest answers 
 Respond to the idea that Moses and Saint Peter were guided by God or given wisdom by God.

	2.4
 Ask questions about the stories they study, and suggest answers 
 Respond to big ideas and beliefs in the stories: does God forgive? Does God rescue? Does God create?
	
	 Ask questions about God for themselves – the bigger the better
	

	Gain and deploy skills

I can :

	2.3
 Express an idea of their own about belonging to God – is this important? For Christians?
  Give an example of their own community life and say why it matters: what groups do you belong to? What do you like about belonging? 
 
	2.1
 Express an idea of their own about leadership, linking it to the stories they learned 
 Give an example of what makes a great leader
	 2.4
 Express an idea of their own about some of the big questions the work throws up 
 Give at least two examples of Bible characters who ‘got it wrong’ and say what happened in the story.
	
	 Express an idea of their own about God 
 Find out more about Jewish beliefs and ways of talking about God
	

	

	








Year Three Mapping Progression
	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	
	3.1 Beliefs and
questions:
What difference
does it make to
be a Christian?

How do Christian people’s beliefs about God, Jesus, the world and others have impact on their lives?



	3.2 Religion, family
and community:
Prayer

How do religious
families and
communities
practice their faith? The example of prayer
	
	
	3.3 Worship and
sacred places:
Where, how and
why do people
worship?
investigating places of worship in Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire

	

	
	
	
	
	
	3.4 Inspirational
people from the
past:
What can we learn
from inspiring
people in sacred
texts and in the
history of religions?

Moses, Jesus & Mohammad
	

	Know about and understand

I can:

	▪Describe what Christians do at two different festivals
▪Connect the celebrations to Bible texts and to beliefs about God
	▪ Describe how a Muslim prays
 ▪ Describe how a Christian prays
 ▪ Connect ideas and beliefs to what people in these two religions do.
	


 
.

	
	3.3
 ▪Describe 4 key features of each of three religious buildings, a mosque, mandir and church
 ▪ Connect the key features of the buildings with beliefs about God in each religion
	

	
	
	
	
	
	3.4
▪ Describe at least one story about each of these key figures: Moses, Jesus and Muhammad. 
▪ Connect the idea of inspirational leaders to the stories they learn

	

	Express ideas and insights

I can:

	 ▪Ask and answer questions about how and why Christians celebrate God’s creation, Jesus born in Bethlehem, Easter and Harvest 
▪Express their own ideas about the deeper meanings of these festivals
	Ask and answer questions about prayer in Islam and Christianity 
▪ Respond thoughtfully to beliefs and ideas about prayer
	
	
	3.3
▪ Ask and answer questions about at least three different ways the religious buildings are used by the different communities 
▪ Respond thoughtfully to the task of designing a new religious building for their locality
	

	
	
	
	
	
	3.4
▪ Ask and answer questions about leadership and inspiration, using details from the stories they learned 
▪ Express their own views about who is inspiring and why

	

	Gain and deploy skills

I can :

	▪Consider ideas such as generosity, community and love-in-action 
 ▪List similarities between the four different Christian festivals 
▪ Explain their own ideas about the Creation stories of Genesis 1 and 2.
	Discuss questions about prayer that come up in the study. 
▪ List similarities between the two ways of prayer in Christianity and Islam
	
	

	3.3
▪ Consider ideas such as ‘a friendly building’, ‘a house of God’, ‘a spiritual space’ and say what they think makes these buildings special. 
▪ Discuss questions such as: why do we need religious buildings? What emotions do we feel in holy spaces? Is the whole earth really a holy space? Can people get close to God in holy buildings?
	

	
	
	
	
	
	3.4
▪ Consider ideas such as ‘patriarch’ ‘prophet’ or ‘messiah’ 
▪ From the different religions: what do these words mean? Are they similar? 
▪ List similarities between the key leaders studied
	



Year Four Mapping Progression
	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	
	
	4.2 Symbols and religious expression:
How do people express their religious and spiritual ideas on pilgrimages (6hrs)
	
	
	4.3 Spiritual expression:   Christianity, music and worship: What can we learn? (10hrs)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	4.1   The journey of life
and death:
Why do some
people think life
Is like a journey?

Where do we go?

What do different people think about life after death?
	

	Know about and understand

I can:

	
	▪ Describe some religious beliefs that underlie the practice of pilgrimages in at least two religions 
▪ Show that they understand why a spiritual journey can change people’s lives, giving examples 
	


 
.

	
	4.3
▪ Apply the idea of spiritual journeys for themselves 
▪ Explain similarities and differences between varied approaches to pilgrimage from different religions and worldviews
	

	
	
	
	
	
	4.1
▪ Describe 4 different beliefs about life after death
 ▪ Show that they understand why life is like a journey 
▪ Connect at least two viewpoints they have studied with texts from different religions 

	

	Express ideas and insights

I can:

	
	▪Consider varied answers to questions about the purposes of going on a pilgrimage 
▪Express reasons why they would choose their own kind of pilgrimage if they could. 
	
	
	4.3
▪Consider varied answers to questions about why music matters in human life and in religious life
 ▪ Express reasons why particular pieces of music are spiritual for them
	

	
	
	
	
	
	4.1
▪Consider varied answers to questions about life as a journey and about afterlife
 ▪ Express reasons why they hold their own views about life after death
	

	Gain and deploy skills

I can :

	
	▪ Apply the idea of spiritual journeys for themselves 
▪ Explain similarities and differences between varied approaches to pilgrimage from different religions and worldviews
	. 

	

	4.3
▪ Apply the idea of spirituality for themselves 
▪ Explain similarities and differences between examples of the music Christians use from the past and in contemporary worship
	

	
	
	
	
	
	4.1
▪ Explain similarities and differences between Hindu, Christian, Muslim and Humanist ideas about the purposes of life and life after death.
	

	
	

















Year Five Mapping Progression
	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	
	
	5.1 Inspirational people in today’s world:
What can we learn from great leaders and inspiring examples in today’s world? (14hrs)


5.2 Religion and the individual: What matters to Christians?

what is expected of a person in following a religion or belief?

	
	5.3
Beliefs and questions:
How do people’s beliefs about God, the world and others have impact on their lives? (5hrs)
	5.4
Beliefs in action in the world:
How are religious and spiritual thoughts and beliefs expressed in arts and architecture and in charity and generosity? (10hrs)
	

	Know about and understand

I can:

	 
	5.1
▪ Show that they understand how inspirational leaders are examples of their religions’ ideals 
▪ Connect two examples from different worldviews: what have they in common? 

5.2
▪ Explain three or more key Christian beliefs
 ▪ Show that they understand what matters to Christians
	
	▪ Explain the main beliefs of Muslims and Hindus about God
 ▪ Show that they understand why the worship of Allah / Brahman matters to Muslims and Hindus

	▪Explain beliefs about the value of sacred space and holy buildings to believers in at least two religions 
▪ Show that they understand the possible tension between building a beautiful ‘house of God’ and serving the needs of people in poverty
	


	Express ideas and insights

I can:

	
	5.1
▪ Consider varied answers to questions about what makes a person inspiring 
▪ Explain thoughtfully their own ideas about the inspiring leaders they studied 

5.2
▪Consider varied answers to questions about God
▪ Explain with reasons why they select one of the 4 elements of Christianity studied as the most important 

	
	▪Consider varied answers to questions about whether God is real and what God is like ▪ Clearly express reasons why they hold their own views about questions to do with God
	▪ Explain thoughtfully their own ideas about the relative value of worship and holy buildings and charity and compassion
▪Clearly express reasons why some religious people believe that worship makes them more chritable
	

	Gain and deploy skills

I can :

	
	5.1
▪Consider varied answers to questions about what makes a person inspiring
 ▪ Explain thoughtfully their own ideas about the inspiring leaders they studied 

5.2
▪ Explain what matters about worshipping God to Christians 
▪ Explain similarities and differences between different celebrations that are part of Christian worshi
	
	▪Explain what matters about worshipping God to Muslims
 ▪ Explain what matters about worshipping gods and goddesses to Hindus
	▪Apply the ideas of worship and service to the key question in the unit
 ▪ Explain what matters in different religions about worship and about generosity or charity
	

	
	
















Year Six Mapping Progression
	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	
	
	
	6.1Teachings, wisdom and authority:
What can we learn by reflecting on words of wisdom from religions and worldviews?

What do sacred texts and other sources say about God, the world and human life? (9hrs)
	
	6.2
Religion, world views,  family and community:
What contributions do religions make to local life in Nottingham City &
Nottinghamshire?

How can we make Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire a county of tolerance and respect?
 (14hrs)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	6.3 Beliefs in action in the world:
How do religions and beliefs respond to global issues of human rights, fairness, social justice and the importance of the environment? (6hrs)
	

	Know about and understand

I can:

	.


	
	•Explain the impact of beliefs about sacred writings, God and values • Explain two viewpoints about why people need wise words to follow

	
	6.2
• Explain the impact of beliefs about communities on people from different religions. • Connect at least two viewpoints about whether our communities can be more harmonious to teaching from religious sacred texts 

	

	
	
	
	
	
	6.3
• Explain the impact of beliefs on how people respond to charity
 • Connect two viewpoints about justice and charity: should religious people do more to help the poor, or is it everyone’s task?
	

	Express ideas and insights

I can:

	
	
	Consider varied answers to questions about the value of holy writings and other sources of wisdom
 • Explain with reasons why (e.g.) Christians and Muslims revere their holy texts 
• Explain thoughtfully their own ideas about wise words, selecting examples and clearly expressing reasons for their choices
	
	6.2
• Consider varied answers to questions about building peaceful families and communities 
• Explain thoughtfully their own ideas about communities – why they matter, and how they can become stronger. 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	6.3
•Consider varied answers to questions about justice, fairness, human rights and environment 
• Explain thoughtfully their own ideas about the work of some global development charities




	

	Gain and deploy skills

I can :

	
	
	• Apply the idea of ‘words of wisdom’ for themselves, selecting examples and explaining them 
• Explain similarities between holy books or writings from two different religions
	

	6.2
• Apply the ideas of tolerance and respect to some tensions or problems in community relations
•Explain what matters about peace, respect and harmony to themselves and in our community.

	

	
	
	
	
	
	6.3
•Apply the idea of justice to at least two case studies 
• Explain similarities and differences between two global aid charities.
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