Curriculum Intent - MFL

At Birklands Primary School, we believe that developing:

¢ Independent learners

o Creative thinkers

¢ Socially confident and responsible citizens
e Cultural knowledge

will provide our pupils with the positive powers to make a difference in their lives and break the cycle of
deprivation.

The impact of this is that through the teaching and learning of MFL we:

e foster aninterest in learning other languages;

e develop an awareness that language has a structure and that the structure can differ from one
language to another;

e create an awareness of cultural differences in another country;

e develop confidence in speaking and listening;

e prepare our children for opportunities for fravel, study and work in other countries.

At Birklands, we believe pupils should understand, recognise and celebrate the different languages and
cultures within our school. We want to develop children’s curiosity and interest in the wider world and so use
different international themes or foci throughout the year. We want children to understand the context and
relevance of learning another language and to recognise why it is an important life skill. Research indicates
the many cognitive benefits of learning a second language; people who speak more than one language
have improved memory, problem-solving and critical thinking skills, enhanced concentration, the ability to
multitask and are better listeners.

We teach French as a foreign language to all children in KS2 as a discrete lesson supported by the Planlt
scheme. French understanding and spoken language skills are reinforced during other times of the day, for
example when responding to the register, writing the date on the board etc.

The Birklands School progression ladder for French sequences the learning of the language according to
the 3 strands of:

e oracy
e literacy
e intercultural understanding

Each strand has objectives identified by year group so that there is clear progression and development of
skills building on the previous year's learning for a spiral effect. In addition, a vocabulary bank lists the
expectations for each year group.

Through the teaching of French, pupils should be taught how fo:

e ask and answer questions;

e Use correct pronunciation;

e memorise words;

e inferpret meaning;

e understand basic grammar and structure of written and spoken language;
e use bilingual dictionaries;
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e workin pairs and groups and communicate together.

Exposure to vocabulary must play a central part in the teaching of French and can be done through the
infroduction of new vocabulary each week which is then revisited regularly. Vocabulary should be
accessible to pupils through word banks, displays and frequent use of French words within the lesson and at
other informal opportunities.

Children are informally assessed to check their skills and understanding and to idenftify the next steps in
learning. This is done during lessons, using questioning, as well as retrieval quizzes to check recall and
understanding of prior learning.

Attainment and progress are measured against the objectives of the 3 strands of learning outlined in the
Birklands progression ladder (oracy, literacy and intercultural understanding) for the specific year group
being taught.

.#:Eirklands Primary School MFL - French - Progression Ladder }'f:

Overview - years 3, 4, 5 and 6 at a glance

Communicate with olhans using simgple words
and phrases and sharl senlences

Urderstand cormeentions such @ taking tums
ta speak, valuing the contribution af athers

Use cormect pranuncatian n spoken work

Memarise and present a shor fesd

apinions

Litan attantivaly and urderstand
more complex phrases and senlences

Prepans & short presentation oo &
famiiar tapic

Strand Yoar s Year 4 Year § Year &
Enjoy listening ta and speaking in the: Listen to and identity words and shart Prepans and practise a simple Unrderstand the main ponts and
language phrases conyversation re-using familiar simple apinians in 8 spoken slory,
. . wocabulary and structures in new SONG OF passage
Listen and respond o familar spoken words, Communicate by asking and answering a contexts
phrases and s ptenoss witer range of questians Parorm (o an audence
& Urderstand and axpress simple

Urderstand lerger and mars camplex
phrages or senbanoss

Use spoken lAnguage confidently to
initiate and sustan comeersations and
ta tell slories

Literacy

Recagnise and understand some familiar
wiords and pheases inoaritten faem

Read aloud in charus, with confidence and
enjoyrnent, fram o known e

Wnite some familiar simgle words ws=ing a
model

Write some Familiar words fram memary

Read ard undarstand familiar written
phrases

Follow a shart baxt while l=tening and
reading, saying some af the est

Read a wider range af words, phrases and
sentences aoud

Wribe some Familiar wards and phrases
withawt helg

Re-read frequerntly a vanaty of shart
baxls

Pk simple sentencas and shart
baxls

Wiite wiords, phrases and shor
sEnbences, USng a referencs sounss

Read and undarsiand the main points
and some detail from a shart written
passage

Identify different text types and read
shart, authentic texts far enjoyment or
irfarmation

Match sound %o senbences and
paragraphs

Wiite sentences on @ rangs of lapics
using a model

Intarcuttural Understanding

Appreciate the dversity of languages spoken
within their school

Tak abauwt the simianties and diferences of
social conventions batween different culiures

Identify the country or countrias where the
language is spoken

Have some contact with the country’countries

Recognise a children's song, riyme or poem
wiell krown to natihve speakers

Tak abauwt celebrations of which they have
ENE e
Know abawt similar celebradans in other

culures

Compane aspects of everyday e al home
and abnaad

Identify simiarnities in traditional sbares,
buikiing on relevant Y213 Maticnal Lisracy
Strategy Framework abjectives

Compare symbals, objecs o
praducts which represant theair own
culiure with those of arather countny

Laak at further sspecis of thair
everyday lves from the perspactive of
somepne from arather country

Recognise simiantes and differences
betamen places

Compare altitudes towards aspecis of
evaryday lie

Recagniss and understand some of
the differances babwean peaple
Presant infarmalion aboul an aspest
of cukure
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